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E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: TECH, ENGR, IN 

SUBJECT: TARAPUR FUEL STORAGE 

REF: A. BOMBAY 640; B. BOMBAY 630; C. BOMBAY 690; 

D. NEW DELHI 2508 

1 . WE ARE MAKING VIGOROUS EFFORT TO CLEAR WAY FOR ASSIST- 
ING IAEC IN SOLVING TARAPUR SPENT FUEL STORAGE PROBLEM. 

AS CONTEMPLATED IN CURRENT NEGOTIATIONS WITH ERDA 
CONTRACTOR (GE), THIS EFFORT WOULD INVOLVE A TWO-MONTH 
STUDY, INCLUDING TARAPUR SITE VISIT OF TEN DAYS TO TWO WEEKS 
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BY ONE OR TWO TECHNICAL EXPERTS. 

2. STUDY WOULD FOCUS ON POSSIBLE EXPANSION OF EXISTING 

POOL CAPACITY THROUGH INSTALLATION OF HIGH-DENSITY, NEUTRON- 
ABSORBING RACKS. SCOPE WOULD INCLUDE: (A) DETERMINATION OF 
STRUCTURAL ADEQUACY: (B) ADEQUACY OF COOLING FOR ADDITIONAL 
HEAT LOAD; (C) FEASIBILITY OF INSTALLATION UNDER PRESENT 
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CONDITIONS, INCLUDING ALTERNATIVE PLANS FOR HANDLING FUEL 
ALREADY IN STORAGE; (D) IDENTIFICATION OF TECHNIQUES, 

SPECIAL EXPERTISE AND/OR SPECIAL EQUIPMENT AND MATERIALS 
INVOLVED; AND (E) ESTIMATES OF INSTALLATION TIME, COST, 

AND STORAGE GAIN FOR SUCH RACKS. FYI - IT IS EXPECTED THAT 

COST OF STUDY TO ERDA WOULD BE ABOUT $125,000. END FYI. 

3. IN ACCORDANCE WITH USUAL COMMERCIAL PRACTICE, ERDA 
CONTRACTOR WILL DESIRE TO INSURE THAT IT WILL BE INSULATED 
FROM ANY POTENTIAL LEGAL LIABILITY ASSOCIATED WITH USE OF 
INFORMATION PROVIDED. WE NOTE THAT ARTICLE IV OF U.S. - 
INDIA AGREEMENT FOR COOPERATION PROVIDES THAT U.S. GOVERN- 
MENT IS INSULATED FROM SUCH LIABILITY. IF INDIANS 

AGREE THAT ALL LEGAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR USE AND APPLICA- 
TION OF DATA SUPPLIED BY ERDA CONTRACTOR UNDER THIS 
ARRANGEMENT LIES WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, CON- 
TRACTUAL DOCUMENTS BETWEEN ERDA AND GE ESTABLISHING 
THIS ACTIVITY WOULD CONTAIN LANGUAGE SPECIFICALLY 
RELIEVING THE CONTRACTOR OF LIABILITY IN THIS REGARD. 

THIS QUESTION APPEARS TO BE THE ONLY PROBLEM ON OUR SIDE 
DELAYING THE TAPS FUEL STORAGE STUDY. WE ARE PUSHING 
FOR ITS RESOLUTION, WHICH MAY REQUIRE HELP FROM INDIANS 
AS OUTLINED ABOVE. IF SO, WE WILL BE SEEKING YOUR 
ASSISTANCE. 

4. YOU CAN CONVEY INFORMATION IN PARAS 1 AND 2 TO 
SETHNA OR SHAH AS INDICATION THAT USG IS RESPONSIVE 
TO IAEA CONCERNS ON STORAGE PROBLEM. AT SAME TIME, 
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YOU MIGHT FLAG LIABILITY PROBLEM IN PARA 3 IN GENERAL 
TERMS TO ALERT IAEC TO POSSIBLE NEED FOR ITS COOPERATION. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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